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As We Gather 
Our prayers are filled with “just one more thing” that we ask of God. Crowded into the prayers of God’s 
people are the many concerns and burdens of this mortal life. But from another perspective, it is not 
just one more thing, but one thing only. In the Gospel for today, we see the contrast between the many 
things that occupy Martha’s attention and create stress for her, and the one thing needful, which her 
sister Mary had already recognized. It is this one thing to which we are called today, and it is the key to 
finding our way through the stresses, burdens, and concerns that complicate our lives of faith. 

 

Prelude 
 

Opening Hymn “Blessed Jesus, At Your Word” #904 sts. 1-2 & 4
1 Blessèd Jesus, at Your Word 

    We are gathered all to hear You. 
Let our hearts and souls be stirred 
    Now to seek and love and fear You, 
By Your teachings, sweet and holy, 
Drawn from earth to love You solely. 

 

2 All our knowledge, sense, and sight 
    Lie in deepest darkness shrouded 
Till Your Spirit breaks our night 
    With the beams of truth unclouded. 
You alone to God can win us; 
You must work all good within us. 

 

 4 Father, Son, and Spirit, Lord, 
    Praise to You and adoration! 
Grant that we may trust Your Word, 
    Confident of our salvation, 
While we here below must wander, 
Till we sing Your praises yonder. 
Text (sts. 1–2): Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–84; (sts. 1–2): tr. 

Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (st. 4): Geistreiches 

Gesang-Büchlein, 1707, Berlin; (st. 4): tr. unknown, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Opening Sentences Psalm 119:41, 49–50, 81, 89–90a 
P Let Your steadfast love come to me, O Lord, Your salvation according to Your promise. 
C Remember Your word to Your servant, in which You have made me hope. 
P This is my comfort in my affliction, that Your promise gives me life. 
C My soul longs for Your salvation; I hope in Your word. 
P Forever, O Lord, Your word is firmly fixed in the heavens.   
C Your faithfulness endures to all generations.   

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
 

Confession and Absolution Psalm 119:105 
We pause in silence to reflect on our sins and our need for a Savior.  
P God’s Word is a lamp and a light for us today. Through His Word, God reveals our true condition: 

we are by nature dead in sin and children of darkness. We therefore humble ourselves before God, 
confess our sins to Him, and in the presence of one another, ask His forgiveness. 

C Almighty God, merciful Father, we acknowledge that we are poor, miserable sinners. We confess to You 
all our sins and iniquities, knowing that we rightly deserve Your punishment now and forever. But we are 
truly sorry for them, and we sincerely repent of them. We ask You, of Your infinite mercy and for the sake 
of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to us. Forgive us our sins, and grant us the 
power of Your Holy Spirit, that we may seek You and follow You to the praise and honor of Your holy 
name. Amen. 



P God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 

P God’s Word, in the Good News of Jesus Christ, is a lamp and light for us. The Gospel reveals the 
Father’s forgiveness and salvation, accomplished for us in the life, death, and resurrection of His 
beloved Son. In Christ, we have all the riches of God’s eternal mercy. In the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  T  WORD  T 
Introit Psalm 119:57–60, 64; antiphon: v. 105 

P Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

C The LORD is my portion; I promise to keep your words. 

P I entreat your favor with all my heart; be gracious to me according to your promise. 

C When I think on my ways, I turn my feet to your testimonies; 

P I hasten and do not delay to keep your commandments. 

C The earth, O LORD, is full of your steadfast love; teach me your statutes! 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. O Lord, grant us Your Holy Spirit to hear Your Word and to know the one thing needful, 
that by Your Word and Spirit we may live according to Your will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading T  Isaac’s Birth Promised  T Genesis 18:1-14 
1The LORD appeared to [Abraham] by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent in the 

heat of the day. 2He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing in front of him. 
When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth 3and said, 
“O Lord, if I have found favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be brought, 
and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, 5while I bring a morsel of bread, that you may 
refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they 
said, “Do as you have said.” 6And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! Three 
seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” 7And Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender 
and good, and gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly.  

8Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them. And he 
stood by them under the tree while they ate. 9They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he 
said, “She is in the tent.” 10The LORD said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah 
your wife shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door behind him.  

 

 



11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. The way of women had ceased to be with 
Sarah. 12So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn out, and my lord is old, shall I have 
pleasure?” 13The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now 
that I am old?’ 14Is anything too hard for the LORD? At the appointed time I will return to you about this 
time next year, and Sarah shall have a son.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle T  Paul’s Ministry to the Church T Colossians 1:21-29 
21You, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22he has now reconciled in 

his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before 
him, 23if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel 
that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became 
a minister. 24Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking 
in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25of which I became a minister 
according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully 
known, 26the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. 27To them God 
chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which 
is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all 
wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29For this I toil, struggling with all his energy 
that he powerfully works within me. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn of Praise “Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear” #908
1 Lord, open now my heart to hear, 

And through Your Word to me draw near; 
Let me Your Word e’er pure retain; 
Let me Your child and heir remain. 

 
2 Your Word inspires my heart within; 

Your Word grants healing from my sin; 
Your Word has pow’r to guide and bless; 
Your Word brings peace and happiness. 

D 3 To God the Father, God the Son, 
And God the Spirit, Three in One, 
Shall glory, praise, and honor be 
Now and throughout eternity. 

 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; (sts. 1, 3): tr. Matthias Loy, 

1828–1915, alt.; (st. 2): tr. Mark A. Jeske, 1952 
Text (sts. 1, 3): Public domain 

Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske. Used by permission: LSB 
Hymn License no. 110001400 

 

Holy Gospel T  Mary and Martha  T Luke 10:38-42 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
38Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha welcomed 

him into her house. 39And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his 
teaching. 40But Martha was distracted with much serving.  
And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell 
her then to help me.” 41But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled 
about many things, 42but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be 
taken away from her.” 



P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 T  Confession of Faith  T The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
     right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come  

to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sermon Hymn “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens” #589
1 Speak, O Lord, Your servant listens, 

    Let Your Word to me come near; 
Newborn life and spirit give me, 
    Let each promise still my fear. 
Death’s dread pow’r, its inward strife, 
Wars against Your Word of life; 
    Fill me, Lord, with love’s strong fervor 
    That I cling to You forever! 

 
2 Oh, what blessing to be near You 

    And to listen to Your voice; 
Let me ever love and hear You, 
    Let Your Word be now my choice! 
Many hardened sinners, Lord, 
Flee in terror at Your Word; 

    But to all who feel sin’s burden 
    You give words of peace and pardon. 

 
4 As I pray, dear Jesus, hear me; 

    Let Your words in me take root. 
May Your Spirit e’er be near me 
    That I bear abundant fruit. 
May I daily sing Your praise, 
From my heart glad anthems raise, 
    Till my highest praise is given 
    In the endless joy of heaven. 
Text: Anna Sophia von Hessen-Darmstadt, 1638–83; (sts. 

1–2): tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942, alt.; (st. 4): tr. 
Christian Worship, 1993 

Text: Public domain 
 
 

 
Sermon 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 
Offering—may be left in the offering plates near the doors as you leave.  Those worshipping at home 

may continue to mail or drop off offerings at the church office, and on-line giving is available to 
everyone on our website at www.stpauloaklawn.org. For information about regular electronic 
giving, please contact the church office.   

 
Offertory Meditation 

 

http://www.stpauloaklawn.org/


 

T  SERVICE of the SACRAMENT  T 
Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Words of Our Lord 

 
Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father… 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven... 
 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

 

T  DISTRIBUTION of the SACRAMENT  T 
 
Hymn “What Is This Bread” #629
1 What is this bread? 

Christ’s body risen from the dead: 
    This bread we break, 
    This life we take, 
Was crushed to pay for our release. 
O taste and see—the Lord is peace. 

 
2 What is this wine? 

The blood of Jesus shed for mine; 
    The cup of grace 
    Brings His embrace 
Of life and love until I sing! 
O taste and see—the Lord is King. 

 
3 So who am I, 

That I should live and He should die 
    Under the rod? 
    My God, my God, 
Why have You not forsaken me? 
O taste and see—the Lord is free. 

 
4 Yet is God here? 

Oh, yes! By Word and promise clear, 
    In mouth and soul 
    He makes us whole— 



Christ, truly present in this meal. 
O taste and see—the Lord is real. 

 
5 Is this for me? 

I am forgiven and set free! 
    I do believe 

    That I receive 
His very body and His blood. 
O taste and see—the Lord is good. 

Text: Frederic W. Baue, 1946 
Text: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001400 

 
Hymn “Christ, the Word of God Incarnate” #540 sts. 1-4
1 Christ, the Word of God incarnate, 

    Lord and Son of Abraham; 
Christ, the radiance of the Father, 
    Perfect God, the great I AM; 
Christ, the light, You shine unvanquished, 
    Light and life You bring to all; 
Light our path with Your own presence, 
    Grant us grace to heed Your call. 

 
2 Christ, the living bread from heaven, 

    Food for body, food for soul; 
Christ, the manna daily given, 
    Nourish, strengthen, make us whole. 
Feed us with the food of heaven, 
    Foretaste of the feast to be; 
Quench our thirst with living water 
    Springing up eternally. 

 
3 Christ, the shoot that springs triumphant 

    From the stump of Jesse’s tree; 

Christ, true vine, You nurture branches 
    To bear fruit abundantly. 
Graft us into You, O Savior; 
    Prune our hearts so we remain 
Fruitful branches in Your vineyard 
    Till eternal life we gain. 

 
4 Christ, our good and faithful shepherd, 

    Watching all Your lambs and sheep; 
Christ, the gate that guards the sheepfold, 
    Never-failing vigil keep. 
When we stray, Good Shepherd, seek us, 
    Find us, lift us, bear us home; 
Lamb of God, our shepherd, keep us; 
    Let us hear Your voice alone. 

 
Text: Steven P. Mueller, 1964 

Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001400 

 
Communion Blessing 

P The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting.  Depart T in peace.   

 

Closing Prayer 

P Let us pray. O Almighty God, You gave Your own Son for the sake of the world and delivered Him 
up to a death He did not deserve, so that we might belong to You. Grant us faith, that we may 
cherish the gift of Your mercy in our hearts and boldly give witness to the promise of His grace to 
those not yet of Your kingdom; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Dismissal 

P Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Hymn “Almighty Father, Bless the Word” #923
1 Almighty Father, bless the Word 

Which through Your grace we now have 
heard. 
Oh, may the precious seed take root, 
Spring up, and bear abundant fruit! 

 
2 We praise You for the means of grace 

As homeward now our steps we trace. 
Grant, Lord, that we who worshiped here 
May all at last in heav’n appear. 

 
 3 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Text (sts. 1–2): Church Poetry, 1823, Philadelphia, 
alt.; (st. 3): Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 

Text: Public domain 

 
Postlude 

 

 

 

 

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
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Please pray for these members of our St. 

Paul family: 

Betty Kruckow  Greg Block 

Dawn McNicholas  Janet Varnagis 

Janice Przybycien  Kevin Hickey 

Mary Ann Colander  Art Hornburg 

Melva Smith   Roy Hodgeman 

Carol Small   Mike Degidio 

Norma Silinski  Beverly Sellers 

Lenore Curran  Betty Beegle 

Delphine Cherry  Ron Klingensmith 

Louis Frank   Deb Skopec 

Herta Iversen   Loretta Frank 

The Giacobbe Children Marge Rochlitz 

Ron Hickey   Julie & Larry Gurga 

Ingrid Lesko   Katherine Hice 

Gloria Meyer   Jan Briede 

Delores Stegemann  Warren Miller 

Kurt Seehofer  The Polezoes Family 

Lincoln & Parker Alex Patricia Murdoch 

Gloria Crook   Lois Kaminske 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please let the church office know when your 

need for our congregational prayers is over 

(708) 423-1040. 

Please pray for these friends and family of 

our members: 

Mike Horan   Paul Moeller 

Andrew Mrochen  Vern Howe 

Eugene Marcinkowski Roberta & Carlos Owens 

Denise DeLaurentis  Dorothy Kroll 

Eric Kessling   Barb & Emily Feehan 

Bob Hessert   Georgiana Easton 

Jackie Plichta   Patricia Paulsen 

Ken Kruckow   Janet Trierweiler 

Alan Hecke   Vicki Warren 

Matt Favero   Sandra Wilson 

Michelle Mitchell  Al Silinski 

Pam Palhegyi   Carol Milazzo 

Rich Huscher   The Lamberth Family 

Jerry Gross   Brenda Gurgel 

Gloria Folsom  Autumn Kessling 

Shirley Fairchild  Simeon Hoppe 

Ron Lunt   Christopher Kosary 

Sandy Plath   Iris McCoy 

Shirley Demyres  Raquel Rameriz 

Nick & Bridget DeAngelo Henry Bonder 

Kim & Shawn Skelton, Sr. Kyle Hughes 

Elaine Hoffstetter  Fred Raddatz 

Allyson Seehofer  Selma Carmichael 

Bernadette & Rich Trusk Dana Kahn 

Donald Hakanson  Guillermo Ramirez 

Paul Noffke   Sue Sortino 

Pam Brown   Lisa Sanders 

Shawn Harland  Ann Herold 

Barb Potter   Wayne Volk 

Charley Heitz   Sharon Bryant 

Doris Potts   Brad Benfield 

Doreen Holford  Janice Hernandez 

Judy Collins   Phyllis Hicks 

Maryann Krieg (Wilke) Pam Kirk 

Jimmy Kennedy, Jr.  Monica Iversen 

Cathy Becker   Ken Matz 

Jean & Al Zirbel  Heather & Josh Turro 

Mary Ann Rafidi  Pastor Mark Willig 

Joe Thomas   Patrick Pasqua Sr. 

Debbie Guarascio  Sophia Salus 

Justin & Ashley Fasel Frank Coglinase 

Nora Maculitis  Gene Wawrzynikowski 

Kimberly Rooney  Rhonda Scott 

Robert Gonzalez  Theresa Kostecki 

Mark Fishbaugh 


